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Mission Statement 

A view to the future 

28th March, 2024 

Vision: To provide every student with every  
opportunity to be the best they can be.  

School Office Hours 8.30am-4.30pm 

APRIL  

Monday 15th First Day Term 2 

Wednesday 24th GPS Cross Country 

Thursday 25th ANZAC DAY (student free day) 

MAY  

Friday 3rd PFA Disco 

Wednesday 8th Gembrook Primary School Open Afternoon 2:00-3:20pm  

Thursday 9th Mother’s Day Stall 

Friday 10th Mother’s Day Stall 

Wednesday 15th  EDEC Cross Country 

Friday 17th Curriculum Day 

Wednesday 22nd School Council 

Saturday 25th  Gembrook Primary School Open Day (Saturday 9-12pm) 

Tuesday 28th School Photos 

Gembrook Primary School 

Gembrook Primary School is a vibrant and aspirational educa-

tion  

community, providing a safe and supportive learning  

environment that enables a personalised,  

engaging and challenging learning program. Our objective is for  

students to achieve the academic, social, emotional and  

Gembrook Primary School respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are the traditional owners of the 
land on which we meet, share ideas and work together. We also pay our respects to their  
elders past, present and emerging. 



 

 

A note from Mrs Drew…. 

Dear families and carers,  
 
Wow, this first term has certainly flown by, with lots of exciting events and activities having already taken place, and many more 
planned throughout the year. This term we have hit the ground running with student learning and have already covered narrative and 
persuasive units in literacy and a strong start with our number unit. We have also had many extra engaging items across the term; 
 

3-6 Swimming Carnival 
3-6 Athletics Carnival 
P-2 Athletics Carnival 
Getting To Know You interviews 
NAPLAN (not to mention the hot chips that followed) 
The finalisation of our School Review 
Fundraising; sausage sizzle, icy pole day and Easter raffle 
Prep and 5/6 Buddy BBQ 
PBL Rewards of lunchtime disco, whole school picnic and art afternoon. 

 
Welcome Mrs Stephanie Koble 
We welcome Mrs Koble to GPS and are really looking forward to her starting officially on the 29th April (Term 2 Week3). Stepha-
nie actually popped in to visit and introduced herself to many families at the Prep and 5/6 Buddy BBQ. She was made to feel proud 
and welcomed at this wonderful event. 
 
Prep and 5/6 Buddy BBQ 
We could not have been more thrilled at the enormous response by families to our invitation of the Prep and 5/6 Buddy BBQ. There 
was plenty to do, starting off with our 5/6 students introducing themselves and who their buddy/ies were. Then there were games 
and sausages to engage the myriad of visitors throughout the gorgeous sunshine. A huge thank you to the whole school team; staff, 
students and families. 
 
Inclusive Sensory Garden 
We are all so excited that our Sensory Garden has opened.  The Children have been exploring every nook and corner of the beautiful 
space.  Keep your eyes peeled for more exciting additions to our outside space. Further in the newsletter you will see some  
gorgeous photos of our garden. 
 
ANZAC Day 
We would love to see students participate in the Gembrook ANZAC Day March on Thursday 25 th April.  ANZAC Day is a public 
holiday, so students will need to be accompanied and supervised by their parents.  Students will also be required to wear full school 
uniform and meet with me at the corner of Main St. and Redwood Rd. at 10:30am in readiness for the march to the cenotaph com-
mencing at 11:00am.  Our students will lay a wreath on behalf of Gembrook Primary School and the official ceremony at the ceno-
taph will conclude at approximately 11:30am.   
ANZAC Day is the day on which we remember all Australians who served and died in all wars and in operational service. The spirit 
of ANZAC, with its qualities of courage, mateship, and sacrifice, continues to have meaning and relevance for our sense of national 
identity. 
 
NAPLAN 2024 
Congratulations and well done to our grades 3 and 5 students who completed their NAPLAN testing last week. I must say it was a 
great experience watching all our students trying their absolute best during the four tests covering language conventions, writing, 
reading and numeracy.  All parents and guardians will receive an individual student NAPLAN report later in the year.  At Gem-
brook, we will use the results to assist in identifying areas of curriculum achievement and improvement, as well as areas of individ-
ual student need.   
 
As this is our final newsletter for term one, I’d like to thank you all; 
 

 - Special thanks to the PFA for their wonderful fundraising events of the sausage sizzle, icy pole day and Easter raffle. 
Time and time again they work tirelessly to support our school. 

 
 - Thank you to the GPS School Council for making a fantastic start to the year and the commitment to ensure the strong 

process in the Substantive Principal position was upheld.  
 
 - All staff have gone above and beyond to ensure each student’s learning and wellbeing needs are met, I appreciate you all. 
 
 - To all families and carers, I thank you all so much for the support you have again given myself and the school over this 

term. Take care and keep safe, and enjoy a lovely Easter break and holiday period. 
 
Following on from me, please take the time to read a special letter from our new Principal.  
 
Take care. 
Kind Regards 
 
Kerri Drew 

 



 

 

 

A message from our new Principal, Steph Koble 
 

Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
I am thrilled to introduce myself as the new principal of Gembrook PS from Week 3, Term 2 (April 29, 2024)! I have big shoes to fill, 
with Kerri-Lin Drew serving as Acting Principal for the last eighteen months as an exemplary school leader; building strong commu-
nity connections, and a student-centred culture, amongst many other achievements. I hope to build on these strong foundations 
alongside her for many years to come. 
 
Before I tell you about some of my hopes for the term ahead, I need to answer the biggest question I have been asked: who am I? 
In one sentence, I am an experienced school and system leader with a passion for empowering a school community to make every 
child feel successful.  
 
Prior to my career in education, I was in Accounting and Public Relations. Both of these career paths were somewhat comparable to 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears – they just didn’t feel quite right!  
 
Upon starting my Masters of Education (specialising in Primary Education), I knew I had found my niche and my passion; the mo-
ment I stepped into the classroom, I knew I was in the right place. I am lucky that my teaching career has taken me all over the state 
and internationally to a little town called Oshkosh in Wisconsin, USA where I learnt a lot about bitterly cold winters and the Green 
Bay Packers. 
 
Drawn to better weather and my family, I convinced my now husband, Pete, to return to Australia and become an Aussie. We now 
call the town I grew up in, Berwick, home where we have two resident fat cats, Bert and Ernie.  
 
On my return, I took a role with the Department of Education as a School Improvement Leader. This saw me partnering with a di-
verse range of schools across the Outer East, from Ferntree Gully to Healesville, supporting and coaching teachers and school lead-
ers in their school improvement journeys. I even spent a little time at Gembrook Primary School right in the middle of COVID-19 and 
lockdowns in 2021.  
 
In 2023, in recognition of my capabilities in this area, I was recruited as an executive-level leader at the Victorian Academy of Teach-
ing and Leadership. Through this, I co-designed and facilitated the Teaching Excellence Program, a select entry course offered to 
500 excelling teachers across the state of Victoria from the government, Catholic and Independent sectors.  
 
This experience was a privilege, however, I missed being part of a school community. I missed knowing students’ and families’ 
names. I missed the celebrations, the school camps, the games in the yard, knowing what’s happening for a student and being able 
to support them on their journey. I missed seeing the impact that educators, in partnership with families, have on students learn-
ing. And I really missed the ‘aha’ moments. 
 
In summary, I wanted to be back in a school that valued community. One that wasn’t too big so I could know everyone in it. One 
where I could further my dream of making every child feel successful and valued. I am so excited to begin my time with you all at 
the end of April! I just have a quick preplanned holiday to Japan to take before I arrive – I promise I’ll bring back matcha tea and 
weird-flavoured Kit Kats! 
 
In Term 2, my main goal is to immerse myself in our school community and to make sure every member is heard. From students to 
staff, parents to volunteers, I want to listen and get to know what everyone values and hopes for in our school. Be prepared: I love 
a good yarn! Expect to see me walking our grounds before and after school or out at Kiss and Drop whenever possible (please ap-
proach me to say hello if you see me), visiting each classroom to greet our students each day and having an open door as often as 
possible.  
 
To our students, I cannot wait to meet you all! I hope that you are excited about the holiday break and that you get outside and 
enjoy the beautiful weather we’re having. It is going to be a fun second term of learning together! 
 
For now, enjoy your final day of Term 1 and the school holidays ahead. I look forward to seeing everyone face-to-face on Monday, 
April 29, as we start this new chapter together at Gembrook!  
 
Regards,  
 

Steph Koble 



 

 



 

 

Check out our 
March Master 
Month  
Champions! 

Everyone should 
be so proud of 
their achievements 



 

 

Reader of the Week:  Jamie 12A 

Writer of the Week:  Milla 34A 

Speller of the Week:  Ava 56A 

Mathlete of the Week: Ari PrepB 

 
 

Gembrook Market – Volunteers Needed! 
 
Gembrook Market is held at the Gembrook Community Centre on 
the 4th Sunday of each month except December.   
The Volunteer Committee are looking for volunteers to help on  
market day.   
If you have an hour to spare setting up (from around 7 am to 8 am on 
market days) or packing up (around 2 pm to 3 pm on market days) 
we’d love to hear from you.   
Contact Peter on 0409 772 810. 



 

 

 
 

Lhetti PrepA 
Lhetti, you are a shining star in Prep A! Your positive attitude everyday is inspiring, and I love the kind words and  

compliments you always give your peers. Thank you for making our classroom environment a happy place.  
 

Harper PrepB 
What a fantastic term of learning you are having. It has been wonderful seeing your confidence and abilities continue to 
grow, which has been obvious during our narrative unit, where you are writing sentences and including many sounds 

accurately. Keep up the outstanding effort, Harper!  
 

Olivia 12A 
Wow, Olivia. Another great week of school. I have loved witnessing your growth mindset and the way you are tackling 

challenges. You were so brave, teaching the whole class how to make your origami hearts. Keep up this awesome  
attitude Olivia. We are so lucky to have you in 1/2A. 

 
Wayne 12B 

Wayne, you have had a fantastic Term One in 1/2B. You have displayed bravery, kindness, focus, and a growth mindset! 
You have remained on time and on task and remained engaged in your learning through some challenges. You have 

been super helpful in our class, always happy to assist your peers and myself. Well done and keep up the positive atti-
tude!  

 
Rowan 12C 

Rowan, your attention to detail and consistent dedication, particularly in your writing, is truly commendable. Keep up the 
excellent work!  

 
Ryan 34A 

Congratulations Ryan, your passion and curiosity drive you to continually extend yourself, by asking insightful questions 
and building upon your understanding. Your infectious laughter and kindness towards your peers make you a shining 

role model for all those around you. 
 

Seb 34B 
Seb, you have put effort into improving your focus and staying on task and on time. You are more active in your learning 

which is helping you to be more independent, particularly in our reading sessions. Well done, Seb!  
 

Bladen 34C 
You have been absolutely phenomenal during the last 2 weeks at school. You have worked hard on every lesson and 

shown such resilience to the changes happening around you. Amazing effort, Bladen!  
 

Emelia 56A 
Emelia, I have loved hearing all about your inquiry history timeline, and your enthusiasm towards your learning. Thank 

you for always putting effort into your education.  
Well done superstar! 

 
Hayden 56B 

Hayden, it’s a privilege to see the world through your eyes. Thank you for engaging with your independent learning 
goals, and for sharing your insight into the Deltora Quest series. Our grade is a better place with you in it.  

 
Aiden 56C 

Aiden, you have been nominated as the Star of the Week by your peers. They have recognised that you are always fo-
cusing during our mini lessons and that you perform your job as door monitor perfectly. Well done on a great effort this 

week and every week!  
 

Edith–Art 
Edith, your duck character is such an effective design. You are able to demonstrate a clear range of emotions using your 

beautifully crafted sculpture! I can’t wait to see what you achieve in your stop-motion animation next term!  
 

Maisie–PE 
Maisie, you excelled in the gymnastics jumping lesson. Your tuck jump, pike jump and straddle jumps were executed 

with great control.  
 
 



 

 



 

 

 

The PFA would like to thank everyone 
who donated towards our recent  

Easter Raffle  
 

Thank you to the many wonderful 
school families 

and the following businesses; 
 

Michelle Van Der Vlugt Tupperware 
The Railway Dog 

Gembrook IGA 
Carla Skin and Beauty 

Jump Swim 
KA Elements 

Cockatoo IGA 
The Cake Gem 

Becs Beehive Supplies 
Emerald Village Pharmacy 

Lisa Maree Hair Salon 
Emerald Fruit Barn 
Repco Pakenham 



 

 

 
Prep - In Term 2, prep students will continue to build on their fundamental motor 
skills of throwing, catching and kicking, and locomotive skills of running, dodging and 
leaping. These skills will support students to learn the foundations of basketball, 
A.F.L. football, soccer, netball, and some basic rules of the sports. 
Students running skills will be put to the test in a fun and supportive environment, 
during our ‘Junior Cross-Country Carnival’. 
 
Grade 1-2  
During Term 2, students will further develop their understanding and abilities in inva-
sion games and sports like, basketball, A.F.L. football, and netball. Grade 1-2 stu-
dents will concentrate on grasping the fundamental rules of the sports, and experi-
menting with basic strategies over the course of the unit. They will also have the 
chance to take part in the 'Cross-Country Carnival.' 
  
Grade 3-4 
In grades 3-4, students will initiate the development of fundamental game sense and 
strategizing abilities within invasion games and various sports, such as A.F.L. foot-
ball, netball, soccer, and basketball. Through a structured program spanning several 
weeks, students will progressively build skills, grasp tactical concepts, and under-
stand strategic approaches essential to these sports. Subsequently, they will form 
teams and engage in friendly matches against their peers. Additionally, grade 3-4 
students will participate in a supportive 'Cross Country Carnival,' where they can 
showcase their running skills. Furthermore, selected students will have the oppor-
tunity to compete against district schools. 
  
Grade 5-6 
Throughout the second term, our educational focus within P.E has centred on further 
developing our game sense and acquiring strategies to gain an edge over our com-
petitors. This strategic approach has been implemented in invasion sports like net-
ball, A.F.L. football, soccer, and basketball. Students in grades 5-6 will be provided 
with the opportunity to engage and play the following sports in competitions against 
other district schools during the 'Lightning Premiership' Day! 
All students in grades 5-6 will be able to take part in the 'Cross Country Carnival.' 
Selected students will be given the opportunity to proudly represent our school at the 
district level. 
  
RUNNING CLUB- will continue in Term 2 for all students.  Beginning at 8.15am-
8.35am Tuesday mornings. Meet Mr Adnam at the oval if you are interested. 



 

 



 

 

Positive Behaviours for Learning (PBL) is a whole school approach 
for establishing the social, cultural and individualised expectations 

and supports needed for all students to achieve both social and  
academic success.  



 

 



 

 

28th Harper PrepB 
29th Cooper 12A 
30th Edith 56C 
2nd Charlie 56B 
3rd Tayla 12C 
4th Tyson 12B 

4th Matilda 34A 
8th Brooklyn 34A 

8th River 34C 
9th Tully 34B 
9th Aiden 56C 

10th Elizabeth 34C 
11th Fergus 12C 
11th Ethan 56C 

12th Minsha 34A 
13th Austin PrepA 

 



 

 



 

 


