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Mission Statement 

A view to the future 

30th August 2024 

Vision: To provide every student with every  
opportunity to be the best they can be.  

School Office Hours 8.30am-4.30pm 

SEPTEMBER  

Monday 2nd   

Tuesday 3rd Grade 5/6 Parliament House Excursion 

Friday 6th Cultural Awareness Incursion 

Friday 6th No Assembly today 

Monday 9th Grade 1/2 Science Incursion 

Monday 9th EDEC Girls Football 

Friday 13th Whole School Assembly today 

Monday 16th School Production—The Legend Of Robin Hood 

Wednesday 18th School Council 

Wednesday 18th Division Athletics (select students) 

Friday 20th Last Day of Term 3 (2:30pm finish) 

Friday 20th No Assembly today 

Gembrook Primary School 

Gembrook Primary School is a vibrant and aspirational education  

community, providing a safe and supportive learning  

environment that enables a personalised,  

engaging and challenging learning program. Our objective is for  

students to achieve the academic, social, emotional and  

physical growth to thrive in a global society  

Gembrook Primary School respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are the traditional owners of the 
land on which we meet, share ideas and work together. We also pay our respects to their  
elders past, present and emerging. 



 

 

A Note From Mrs Koble 
Dear families and carers, 
 
Thank you for such a wonderful first GemBook Week! It was an absolute pleasure to celebrate Special Friends 
Day on Monday, followed by our very successful Father’s Day Stall on Thursday, and then our Character  
Parade on Friday morning! Our students had an absolute blast – thank you to all our families and friends that 
support our students in a myriad of ways, both big (putting together a Book Week costume!) and small! 
 
A big shout out to our PFA volunteers to putting together such marvellous community events, to our staff for 
the extra mile they go to facilitate events such as these, and our committed team of community and school 
members who work behind the scenes to ensure the smooth running of the week. 
 
With only 3-weeks of Term 3 remaining, I want to remind you of some exciting upcoming events to pencil in 
the diary: 
 

PFA Mango Drive – orders open Monday 2nd September 
Year 5/6 Parliament Excursion – Tuesday 3rd September 
Rescheduled: F-6 Cultural Awareness Incursion – Friday 6th September (please note, there will be no  
Assembly on this day) 
Year 1/2 Science Incursion – Monday 9th September 
Whole School Assembly – Friday 13th September 
GPS Whole School Production- Monday 16th September (tickets on sale now via:  
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1277018)  

 

Term 4 Curriculum Days  
 
The School Council has approved an extra curriculum day for Term 4 to accommodate our teachers’  
Professional Practice Day: 
Friday, 15th November 2024 

These days will provide teachers with time to write end-of-year reports, collaborate on curriculum  
development and planning, assess student learning, and engage in professional development.  
OshClub will be available for those who require care for their child/ren on this day! 
This will be in addition to our regular end-of-term curriculum day for 2024 which is to be held on: 

Friday, 20th December 2024 
 

Policy Update  
 
We have recently reviewed and updated our Asthma Policy and Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy. The  
updated policies are now available on our school website. 
Please note, the Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy is designed to support school premises to create and main-

tain a child safe organisation where children and young people are safe and feel safe. The policy provides a 

framework for how Gembrook Primary School approaches child safety. 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1277018


 

 

2024 Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey 
 
Last call for those who have been invited to participate in our annual Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion  
Survey. This survey will close on Friday 30 August 2024.   
 
The survey is conducted online and will only take approximately 20 minutes to complete. 
 
Selected parents have been emailed a link and an individual survey login on Monday the 29th July 2024. Please 
don’t hesitate to contact the office if you have lost your login! 
 
Once available, I will communicate a summary of the survey results with staff, school council and then the 
broader community via the newsletter.  
 

Supporting Students’ Academic Achievement 
While NAPLAN is not the only measure of a school’s success, nor the most important, I am excited to share 

some outstanding results from 2024. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We deeply value our teachers, who do an excellent job with their students. These results highlight their ability 
to support all students in our various curriculum areas. 
 

Thank you all again for a fabulous week of community connection and events. I look forward to seeing  
everyone at our next Assembly on Friday, 13th September. Have a lovely weekend ahead. 
 
Warm regards, 
 

Steph Koble 



 

 

School Council Snapshot from the 21st August, 2024 
 
This School Council saw us welcoming new school council member, Ian, to our midst. We are excited to have Ian joining 

us and welcome inquiries from all parents about the possibility of sitting in on a meeting or even joining as a regu-
lar school councilor. Together, we make decisions that set the direction of the school. School Council: 

• helps create and check the school's budget 
• contributes to the school strategic plan, and 
• make decisions on policies like investments, payments by parents, dress code. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to any of our School Councilors if you wish to learn more! 
 
Strategic Planning  
The Gembrook Primary School 6-month Annual Improvement Plan (AIP) was presented to School Council. The AIP outlines 

how the school will implement the goals and key improvement strategies from our 4-yearly School Strategic Plan. 
This AIP will see the school: 

• revising our whole school approach to mathematics teaching and assessment,  
• strengthening our Foundation approach to teaching phonics, 
• introducing decodable readers to the Foundation – Year 2 learning space, 
• refining our student support structures, including Individual Education Plans, Student Safety Plans, and introducing 

Attendance Plans, 
• establishing lunchtime clubs that promote student wellbeing and positive relationships, 
• auditing community events in preparation for 2025. 
 
Finance 
The Finance committee reported on the sound position for June and July 2024.  
 
Policies 
The following policies were tabled for discussion. They can be viewed at: https://www.gembrookps.vic.edu.au/wp/
index.php/policies/  

• Student Engagement and Wellbeing Policy 2024. 

OshClub 

School councilors discussed the current before and after school care offering by OshClub in preparation for whether the 
contract should be renewed for 2025.  

Excursions, Camps and Activities: 

• Year 5/6 Parliament Excursion, September 3rd, including a visit to Victorian Parliament and ACMI for grade 5 & 6 
students at a cost of $20 per student. 

• Year 5/6 EDEC Girls Footy, September 9th, whereby Year 5/6 girls will be invited to walk to Gembrook Football 
Grounds to compete against other local schools at a cost of $10 per student. 

• Year 1/2 Science Incursion, September 9th, Grade 1/2 students will participate in a 60-minute incursion hosted by 
Meagan from For The Love of Science at a cost of $10 per student. 

• Division Athletics, September 18th, students from Year 4 – 6 who qualified in our school athletics will compete in 
our Division Athletics competition.  

 
Buildings and Grounds: 
School Council was updated on current buildings and grounds works, including: 
• The planned works for the library are on the backburner as the school waits to hear whether we have been approved 

for a $20,000 grant, so that school funds can be spent on books and resources rather than on shelving! 
• The school will be installing a babel drum, and further mushroom seats over the upcoming school holidays. We are 

also renovating our old chicken coop into a play shed for students to freely access outdoor play equipment and 
building a cubby where the stage currently sits. 

https://www.gembrookps.vic.edu.au/wp/index.php/policies/
https://www.gembrookps.vic.edu.au/wp/index.php/policies/


 

 

School Savings Bonus 
The Principal’s report included discussion of 2025 Prep enrolments, and 2024 Attitudes to School data including:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

As always, we welcome any new members to join our School Council. We meet approximately twice per term and appreci-
ate all contributions to our school community. 
 
Steph Koble 
Principal 

LEARNER CHARACTERISTICS AND DISPOSITION 

    

 Overall   

 % Positive   

Framework factor / Question (n=77)   

Learning confidence (Sense of confidence) 77%   

Perseverance 71%   

Motivation and interest 65%   

Self-regulation and goal setting 73%   

Attitudes to attendance 78%   

SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT 

  

 Overall 

 % Positive 

Framework factor / Question (n=77) 

School Connectedness (Sense of connectedness) 74% 

Student voice and agency 63% 

Sense of inclusion 91% 

EMOTIONAL AND RELATIONAL ENGAGEMENT 

  

 Overall 

 
% Agree or 
Strongly Agree 

Framework factor / Question (n=77) 

Emotional awareness and regulation 65% 

EFFECTIVE TEACHING PRACTICE FOR COGNITIVE ENGAGEMENT 

  

 Overall 

 % Positive 

Framework factor / Question (n=77) 

Effective teaching time 80% 

Differentiated learning challenge 86% 

Stimulated learning 71% 

Effective classroom behaviour 77% 



 

 



 

 

Gembrook IGA & Liquor 
 
Emerald Eyes Optical 
 
The Railway Dog 
 
Hardcore Floors 
 
Chieftans Smokehouse 
 
Four Kings Fitness 
 
Becs Beehive Beekeeping Supplies 
 
Eltham Taxation & Accounting Services 
 
Gembrook Market 
 
C&D Civil 
 
CBW Accounting and Taxation 
 
Jenny and Craig Illing 
 
South East Coachworks 
 
Bell Real Estate Emerald 
 
Ranges First National Real Estate 
 
Unlock Real Estate 
 
Grace and Louie Booksellers 
 
High Horse Café 
 
Massage Works Dandenong Ranges 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aus Flora Australia 
 
Autobarn Pakenham 
 
Behind The Trees 
 
Bellvue Farmgate 
 
Bunnings Pakenham 
 
Cannibal Creek Winery 
 
Carla Skin & Beauty 
 
Celebrations Cardinia Lakes 
 
Coles Cardinia Lakes 
 
Coles Lakeside Pakenham 
 
Cubism Projects 
 
Emerald Fruit Barn 
 
Emerald Village Meats 
 
Emerald Village Pharmacy 
 
Endota 
 
EQ Saddlery  
 
Flo & Co 
 
KA Elements 
 
Kellybrook Winery 
 
 
 
 
 

Mitre10 Emerald 
 
Repco 
 
Repco Pakenham 
 
Robert Gordon 
 
Woolworths Emerald 
 
Leticia pet Portraits 
 
Lisa Maree Hair Design 
 
Lollipops Pakenham 
 
Spencers Store  
 
Supercoat Nails 
 
The Bakery Store 
 
The Independent 
 
Gembrook Hills Winery 
 
Gembrook Bakery 
 
Gembrook Op Shop 
 
Gembrook Truffles 
 
Kincrome 



 

 

 

Liam PrepA 
For your outstanding ability throughout the week to stay focused and dedicated in class. Your commitment 

to learning and respecting your peers is truly commendable. Keep up the great work Liam!  
 

Thomas PrepB 
For your continual positivity and kindness towards your peers. You are always willing to help and share with 
others, and help make our classroom a positive and friendly environment. Keep on spreading your kindness, 

superstar! 
 

Tanner 12B 
Tanner, I am so impressed with your focus in Maths this week. You have tried your very best in both group 

work and individual work tasks. You have contributed positively to class discussions and shared your  
reasoning.  Keep up the fantastic effort Tanner. You are a superstar!  

 
Jaxon 12C 

I’m so proud of you for trying your best in everything you do. You’ve written and published a story,  
challenged yourself with multiplication, and read for over 200 nights! That’s incredible! 

Keep up the great work, Jaxon. You’re doing awesome! 
 

Layla 34A 
Layla your peers have admired how you have consistently stayed on time and on task, shown kindness, and 

worked with passion and enthusiasm. Your dedication and friendship make you a truly valued member of our 
class.  

 
Mila 34B 

Mila, you always exhibit our school values of Respect and High Expectations. You are a great role model and 
show qualities of a  true leader. You give everything your best and are always willing to help your peers.  

 
Billy 34C 

What an amazing picture story book you have produced! You have thought about the purpose and moral 
deeply to emulate our author study, Phil Cummings. You have taken on board feedback to produce a  

fantastic book!  
 

Nathan—Auslan 
Nathan, I am so impressed with your dedication in Auslan. You hold yourself to a high standard, which  

ensures you are signing the different Auslan signs accurately.  
Keep up the amazing work, Nathan! 

 
Liam Prep—ART 

Liam, I was so impressed with your shark sculpture! Your use of form when sculpting was amazing. You  
readily took on feedback to improve your work and worked diligently to add details while painting!  

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

4th Oliver 12A 
7th Banjo PrepB 

8th Liam 34A 
11th Zac 34C 

12th Brodie 56A 
 
 

Reader of the Week:  Ari PrepB 

Writer of the Week:  Jackson 1/2B 

Speller of the Week:  Tyler 34B 

Mathlete of the Week: Aidan 56A 



 

 



 

 

Positive Behaviours for Learning (PBL) is a whole school approach 
for establishing the social, cultural and individualised expecta-
tions and supports needed for all students to achieve both social 
and academic success. For the first half of this term the focus will 
be on the Playground and for the second half it will be Assemblies. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


