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Mission Statement 

A view to the future 

25th October 2024 

Vision: To provide every student with every  
opportunity to be the best they can be.  

School Office Hours 8.30am-4.30pm 

OCTOBER  

Tuesday 29th Grade 2 Day Camp 

Thursday 31st Prep Transition 9-12pm 

NOVEMBER  

Tuesday 5th Melbourne Cup Day 

Thursday 7th Prep Transition 9-12pm 

Friday 8th Colour Explosion Run (Please note, no Assembly) 

Friday 15th Student Free Day 

Monday 18th Icy Pole Day 

Wednesday 20th School Council 

DECEMBER  

Monday 2nd– Friday 6th Year 1-6 Swimming Program 

Tuesday 10th Step Up Day 

Thursday 12th Enterprise Market and Christmas Concert 

Wednesday 18th Grade 6 Graduation 

Thursday 19th Grade 6 Big Day Out.  Last day of Term 4! 

Gembrook Primary School 

Gembrook Primary School is a vibrant and aspirational education  

community, providing a safe and supportive learning  

environment that enables a personalised,  

engaging and challenging learning program. Our objective is for  

students to achieve the academic, social, emotional and  

physical growth to thrive in a global society  

Gembrook Primary School respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are the traditional owners of the 
land on which we meet, share ideas and work together. We also pay our respects to their  
elders past, present and emerging. 



 

 

A Note From Mrs Koble 
Dear families and carers, 
 
What a fantastic week it’s been here at Gembrook Primary School! Our students have been engaging in a variety of ex-
citing learning experiences, and we’ve seen great progress in classrooms and beyond. 
Firstly, I would like to thank local legend, Carl, who has been working with our students during PE sessions over the past 
2-weeks on orienteering. Our students have absolutely thrived learning some orienteering skills and we are so grateful 
to Carl for providing this rich opportunity to our students. 
 
A few updates from me: 
 
Policy Update 
This week, several policies on our website have been updated. This includes our: 

Bushfire Preparedness Policy (which was also distributed via Compass on Monday 21st October) 
Visitors Policy 
Volunteers Policy 
Extreme Weather Policy 
 

I encourage all families and carers to engage with these policies, particularly our Bushfire Preparedness Policy. An in-
formed community ensures we can work together to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. 
 
2025 Requests & Planning 
We are well underway with planning for 2025! Parents are very welcome to write to me outlining any relevant educa-
tional considerations for next year. I ask that written requests are based on educational grounds and reach me by 
Wednesday 30 November. Any request I receive will be carefully considered by the GPS leadership team and all relevant 
staff, however I need to emphasise that teachers at Gembrook, as skilled professional educators, spend a considerable 
amount of time and effort in placing students into classes for the following year and therefore, staff recommendations 
will be a priority in relation to student class allocation. 
 
We are proud to have built a team of highly dedicated and knowledgeable educators, who work together, with a stu-
dent-centred focus, whole school approach to teaching and learning, and a priority placed on high quality instruction in 
literacy and numeracy.  
 
It is also important to note that teachers do not necessarily teach in the same level as the previous year, so requesting a 
particular teacher may not be able to be considered. Finally, while we strive to maintain consistency in teaching and ES 
staff in classrooms, 2025 brings exciting opportunities to offer some of our staff additional leadership roles and respon-
sibilities. To support them in these roles, we will be introducing additional job share arrangements, allowing our leaders 
the time needed to focus on their respective portfolios. These changes are designed to foster professional growth and, 
ultimately, enrich the learning and wellbeing experiences for all our students. 
 
Staff follow a carefully planned procedure for allocating students to their grade for the following year: 
1. Students nominate five peers that they would like to be placed with. Students are advised that we will do every-

thing possible to ensure that they will be placed with AT LEAST one of their nominated peers. 

2. Classroom teachers meet and use the criteria of academics, and social and emotional skills, to compile draft grade 
lists. At this stage parent requests received in writing are also considered. 
Draft lists are taken to our Gembrook Improvement Focus Team (GIFT) for discussion/input and final lists are then com-
pleted. 
 
Students will participate in ‘Step Up Day’ on Tuesday 10th December, spending time in their classroom for 2025 with 
their new grade and teacher. 
I will provide further information about grade structures, staffing and programs for 2025 throughout this term.  
Please direct any requests to gembrook.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 
I hope everyone has a great weekend ahead. 
 

Warm regards, 
Steph Koble 
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This past Wednesday, our Grade 3/4 students had 
a thrilling visit from the local CFA!  
The highlight of the visit was when each student 
got a chance to spray the huge fire hose and even 
adjust the pressure — a hands-on experience they 
won't forget! 
To top off the visit, students who completed their 
Home Fire Safety Plan booklets received a special 
reward pack, which included: 

• CFA "Leave Early" Bag 

• Stickers 

• Ruler 

• Pencils 

• Drink Bottle 
We’d like to extend our gratitude to Cardinia 
Shire and Lisa Hicks for their support in making 
this experience possible. This initiative aims to 
reach 5,000 families within Cardinia Shire, pro-
moting safety and preparedness in our communi-
ty. 
Thank you for helping us make our community 
safer! 



 

 

Reader of the Week:  Archie 34B 

Writer of the Week:  Bonnie 56C 

Speller of the Week:  Autumn PrepB 

Mathlete of the Week: Mitchell 12A 

Reader of the Week:  Claire 56A 

Writer of the Week:  Stella PrepA 

Speller of the Week:  Wayne 12B 

Mathlete of the Week: Beau 34A 



 

 

 

Aurora PrepA 
Your dedication, support for peers, and positive energy uplift our classroom. You always put 100% effort into 

every task and are such a respectful classmate. It is a pleasure having you in Prep A, Aurora!  
 

Austin PrepB 
For continually striving to complete learning tasks to the best of your ability. I am so proud of the way you 

are able to discuss and identify areas for improvement, and promptly work on your goals.  
Outstanding effort, Austin, keep it up!  

  
Cooper 12A 

Wow, Cooper! What a fantastic start to term 4. You are a shining example of our school values. I appreciate 
your willingness to assist your peers and help around the classroom. We are so lucky to have you as part of 

the 1/2A team!  
  

Josie 12B 
Josie, both your handwriting and writing stamina have improved immensely! I was so proud to see the care 

and effort you have put into forming your letters correctly! Keep up the fabulous focus.  
Josie, you are a writing superstar!  

 
Heath 34A 

For your active participation in class, kindness, and thoughtfulness towards others. Your peers have noticed 
your generosity in sharing ideas and your considerate nature, and we are proud of the positive energy you 

bring to our classroom!  
 

Bruce 34B 
Bruce, you have had a shining start to Term 4. We are proud of your efforts in the classroom.  

We look forward to seeing you learn and flourish.  
Keep up the great work, Bruce!   

 
Nate 34C 

For your effort in improving your engagement in your learning this term.  
It has been amazing to see you on time and on task! Keep it up Nate!  

 
Hazel —ART 

You were amazing in art this week! You were very insightful during our discussion of traditional Indigenous 
art and referred to art elements as you discussed your favourite artworks! Fantastic!  

 
Cooper—MUSIC 

Cooper, you have had a great start the term in music. I really enjoyed the way you played the Kokoriko during 
your scary performance. It was amazing to see you so effectively use the ideas we worked on last term. Great 

job Cooper!  
 

Nate—AUSLAN 
What a great start to the term you have made. Your enthusiasm towards your learning is infectious. Your 

contribution to the class discussion around the different communication questions was amazing. 
Well Done, Nate! 



 

 

 

Patrick PrepA 
For your amazing effort at swimming lessons. You have been so brave swimming in the deep end, learning 

life saving skills and jumping into the water. You are an excellent swimmer, Pat!  
 

Lance PrepB 
For demonstrating excellent listening and following of instructions. Throughout the week you have promptly 

followed multi-step instructions, and also used your initiative to complete next steps without being asked. 
Fantastic effort, Lance!  

  
Aylah 12A 

 Aylah, you have made a fantastic start to term 4. You are using your growth mindset to successfully tackle 
learning tasks. I love seeing your focus during mini lessons, and independent learning time. Keep working 

hard Aylah!  
 

Matilda 34A 
For consistently being on time, staying on task, and contributing thoughtfully during mini lessons. Matilda, 

you have exemplified our school values of respect and high expectations. Your kindness and focus have been 
noticed and appreciated by your peers and teachers, and we love the positive influence you bring to our 

class!  
 

Amelia 34B 
Amelia, you have shown dedication and perseverance during our Mathematics lessons this week. It is great 

to see you trying your best even when it feels challenging. Keep up the great work, Amelia!  
 

Callen 34C 
For your dedication and careful work during our money unit. Your success in adding prices and finding change 

demonstrates your attention to detail and neatness in your calculations. Keep up the great work!  
 

Koby —ART 
It has been such a pleasure to teach you art Koby! You always have such a positive attitude, you readily take 

on feedback, enjoy trying new skills, and work well with others! You really are a superstar!  
 

Huey—MUSIC 
Huey, I loved how engaged you were during our rhythm movement lesson. I love how you focused on trying 
to match your movements with the rhythms, and I can’t wait to see you in our performance later in the year. 

Great Effort Huey!!!  
 

Beau—AUSLAN 
During Auslan this week Beau, you were such a superstar! You intently watched your peers sign different 
fruits and vegetables, whilst demonstrating your understanding by verbally repeating what they liked and 

disliked. 
Great work Beau! 



 

 

Get your Colour on, Gembrook Primary School is 
hosting a Colour Explosion Run 4 Fun!  

 

Our Colour Explosion Run 4 Fun will be on 8
th

 November 2:20pm to 3:20pm 
 
Not only are we hosting an awesome Colour Explosion Run 4 Fun, but we are also 
making a  
difference!  Students will have the choice of what cause they would like to transfer 
their donations to! – Carbon Neutral (tree planting), Great Barrier Reef Foundation 
(coral planting, turtle  
protection), The Smith Family (reading support) and OzHarvest (providing meals). 
 
Students have received a sponsorship book with instructions on setting up their cy-
bersafe, online fundraising profile at www.australianfundraising.com.au. This is an 
entirely online  
fundraiser; all cash donations must be converted to online donations. 

Extra Incentives to Fundraise! 

 Online Golden Coins – complete fun online tasks to redeem an extra $75  

 credit towards your chosen cause. 

 Monty the Monstar’s Bonus Prizes – achieve milestones to unlock Monty’s  

 bonus prizes. 

 $10,000 Budget Booster Bonanza Spending Spree for one organisation’s  

 highest  

 fundraising student 

 Our school will win an extra $5,000 if we have the highest average fundraised 

amount per student in 2024. 

 A Play Station 5 Gaming Bundle – see your child’s sponsorship booklet for 

more! 

 School based prizes for top 3 fundraisers. 

 
For more information, please contact the school office on gem-
brook.ps@education.vic.gov.au or 59681313 

Happy fundraising! 
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Thursday 24th October to Thursday 14th November 



 

 

26th Maya 34A 
 

27th Blake 12B 
 

29th Milla 12A 
29th Koby 56C 

 
30th Ryan 12B 

 
2nd Ella 34B 

 
3rd Daisy 12C 

 
7th William 12C 
7th Niamh 34C 

 
8th Jordan 12C 



 

 



 

 

Positive Behaviours for Learning (PBL) is a whole school approach 
for establishing the social, cultural and individualised expecta-
tions and supports needed for all students to achieve both social 
and academic success. For the first half of this term the focus will 
be on the Playground and for the second half it will be Assemblies. 



 

 



 

 



 

 


